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The Original First Responder
Text: Psalm 91:15 "He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him."
Jeremiah 33:3 "Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things which thou knowest not."
Introduction: I want to welcome all of our police officers, fire fighters, and paramedics to our First Responders Day at Victory Church!  We’re so glad you are here.  We have set this day aside to honor all of you for simply being there everyday when this community needs you. God bless you for faithfully doing what all of you would probably just say was your job!  We appreciate it!  I would like for all of our police officers, firefighters, and paramedics to stand right now. 
Appreciation Applause: To Honred Guests: Let's  give all of these men and women great applause for serving our community with outstanding honor and bravery!
This community really does need you.  We never know when we may need you, and any of us are likely to meet up with you somehow at any point in time, possibly in even unlikely ways…
I. First responders can lead exciting, yet dangerous lives.
· On any given day a first responder may be called upon to go down into a hole after a child who has fallen in and can’t get out.
· A first responder may have to brave a burning building to save the lives of any one inside.
· A first responder may face an armed intruder whose desperation may cause them to lash out in self preservation.
· A first responder may have to risk life and limb battling the wreckage of a burning vehicle to pull someone from harm’s way.
· The fact is that life is very uncertain, and as a result, the day to day business of a first responder can be very uncertain, as well.
· I suppose the 9/11 event, with all of its stories of heroism, has really brought into focus the importance of those who lay it on the line every day for the communities they serve.  Not everyone can live that way.  Not everyone can risk so much.
· On any given day, any first responder who is probably just an ordinary person, could be thrown into a situation of life or death.
· And not only do first responders deserve the honor we can give them, but so do their families!  God bless those wives, those mothers, and those fathers who share their loved ones with us, as they dutifully risk their lives to serve us!
II. Through the years, first responders have been there for my family.
Two Personal Stories
· It was almost 20 years ago that first responders scooped up my then 10 year old son after an accident in Conroe, Texas, and cared for  him when his mother and I were 5 hours away and could not help him.
· It’s been about 5 years ago that my daughter was in a wreck.  My wife and I were only 5 minutes away, and we were able to be on the scene while first responders ministered to her, assessing her well being.  I still remember some of the faces of those paramedics and that of the police officer who showed such kindness and care that day.  I thank God for them!
III. But today I want to show you how first responders and God share some common characteristics! 
Let’s look at our text again briefly and learn a couple of things.
· He shall call unto me. When we have an emergency and we need help, for years now we’ve known what to do.  Call 911!  It’s a number that has been set aside as an emergency number.  When people are in trouble or need help, all they have to do is dial 911.  And someone will answer the phone and generally ask "what the nature of the emergency?"
· When God said He shall call upon me, God meant that when we are in trouble, He’s within reach!  That word “call”  actually means “to call out and address by name.”  So when we’re in trouble, we can call out to Jesus! 
· And while we have first responders that can help us in a natural sense, when you’re dealing with life problems, emotions, worries, concerns, and even sicknesses, we have someone we can call!
The next step is that God said, “I will answer him.”
· So if you call 911 in a natural sense, someone answers and someone responds.  And the same is true with God!
· In fact, one of the translations of that word “answer” actually means to respond!  It means God is going to show up at your point of need and minister to you!
· So many times in the Scripture, especially in David’s writings, we read where if we will call upon the Lord, He will answer, He will respond.
· And that’s why He is the original first responder!  In fact, God spoke through the prophet Isaiah and said, “And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they areyet speaking, I will hear.”
· And David concurs with Isaiah when he proclaims, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”

Let me wrap it all up for you by saying that when God shows up,  He brings what is needed in your life.
· Police officers show up on the scene with a badge and authority to enforce what needs to be done and help someone in their time of trouble.
· Fire fighters show up with jaws-of-life, axes, water, and water hoses to do what needs to be done and help someone when they are in trouble.
· Paramedics show up with oxygen, bandages, IV capability, and many other medically related things to do what needs to be done and help someone if they are in trouble.
I can assure you that if you call out to God, He will show up and He’ll bring whatever it is you have need of.  Maybe you need hope, healing, peace, joy, comfort, strength, etc.  He’s the ever-present help in the time of trouble.  It’s easy for Him to respond because He is already there.
Conclusion:
· God is a first responder like a police officer:  He will enforce His law in your life and protect you. 
· God is like a fire fighter: He can quench the fires that threaten to overtake you.
· God is like a paramedic:  He can bring healing to your body. 
The Bible says that He is so much more.  He’s our counselor, He’s our peace, He is  everything we need.  In short, He’s God! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]First responders, you spend a lot of time helping other people. But you’re human.  I just wanted to remind you that when you need help, the Original First Responder stands  ready to respond to your call!
image1.jpg
7 A4 N
(o “Q
. (,\90@/3 . ‘“

)7 |
&; APPRECIATION §00
\')I\ AC(\ ﬂof
- o

a
‘ eg‘lyl /A ‘= .
- Celebrating Commun

Ta
&






The gt st esponder

raubi; il dlver hm,andhanour him.*

ereish 333 Call o, ik anwer e, 3 how hes et o iy
{hingswhhhouknowest ot

Inroucion:wan 1o welcome o ur ol ffers, v ers, nd paramedes
e it espandrs Doy sVitny Chosc W50 Yot hre. e hove
S i dy s o hanor o you o sl beng et vy when s
Commiy e . Gad s you oty deing whst 1 ofyo would
rbably st o Was our ! W aprece !  woude for af ur polce
s, eeigners nd pcamecis o s g o,

Apprcition Applaus: T Hored Guess: Lo giellf hsemenand women
st e for s o commnty with ot hororand bravery!

i community sy dosneed you. We neve i when we iy ey 31
sy f s el et p it o somehon sy bt e, b5l i evn
nikeywors

Pt esponders cnlasd axching et dangarus s

Oy e day st esponder may bl upon g dow 10 ol
Sters chldwh o e 300t et ot

- At respande oy hve o brave B Bldin 0 v th e of
ane e

+ At responder may e snaemed nrudr whosedespersion ay s
e 10l outn e preseration.

urming el 1o ol omaona omharms vy



